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PRESIDENT’S MESSACE. 


This day at 12, o'clock, the Prestpent of the 
Unrren States transmitted, to both Houses of 
the following Message, by Mr. Joseph 

Jones Monroe, his Secretary : 


Fellow citizens of the Senate, 
and of the House of Representatives : 


At no period of our political existence had we 
so much cailse to felicitate ourselves at the pros- 
peroas and happy condition of our country. The 
abandant fruits of the earth have filled it with 

plenty. An extensive and profitable commerce 
has greatly augmented our revenue. Thc publie 
credit has attained an extraordinary elevation.— 
Ot preparations for defence, in case of future 
wars, from which, by the experience of all na- 
tions, we ought not to expect to be exempted, 
are advancing, under a well digested system, with 
all the despatch which so important a work will 
admit. Our free government, founded on the in- 
terest and affections of the people, has gained, 
and is daily gaining strength. Local jealousies 
are rapidly yielding to more generous, enlarged 
and enlightened views of national policy. For 
advantages so numerous and highly important, it 
igour duty to unite in grateful acknowledgments 
to that Omnipotent Being from whom they are 
derived, and in unceasing prayer that he will en- 
dow us with virtue and strength to maintain and 
hand them down, in their utmost purity, to our 
latest posterity. 

Ihave the satisfaction to inform you, that an 
arrangement, which had been commenced by my 
predecessor, with the British gover:.ment, for the 
reduction of the naval force, by Great Britain and 

the Uhited States, on the lakeg, has been conclu- 
ded : by which it is provided, that neither party 
shall keep in service, on Lake Champlain, more 
than one vessel ; on Lake Ontario, more than one ; 
and on Lake Erie, and the upper lakes, more 
than two ; to be armed, each, with one cannon 
only ; and that all the other armed vessels, of both 
parties, of which an exact list is interchanged, 
shall be dismantled. It is also agreed, that the 
force retained shall be restricted, in its duty, to 
the internal pr=poses of each party ; that the ar- 
rangement shall remain in force until six months 
shall have expired, ‘after notice given by one of 
the parties to the other of its desire that it should 
terminate. By this arrangement, useless expense, 
on both sides, and, what is of still greater im- 
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vessels, in those ir 
is prevented. 

I have the éatisfaction also to state, that the 
commissioners, under thé fourth afticle of the 
treaty of Ghent, to whom it was referted to de- 
cide, to which party the several islatids in the 
Bay of Passamaquoddy belonged unde? tiie trea- 
ty of one thousand seven hundted and eighty- 
three, have agreed in a report, by which all the 
islands in the possession of each patty before the 
late war have been decreed toit. The commis- 
sioners acting under the other articles of the 
treaty of Ghent, for the settlement of boundaries 
have also been engaged in the discharge of their’ 
respective duties, but have not yet completed 
them. The difference whichi arose between the 
two governments under that treaty, respecting’ 
the right of the United States to take and cure 
fish on the coast of the British province tiotth of 
our limits, which had been secured by the tieaty’ 
of one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, 
is still in hegotiation. ‘The proposition made by 
this government to extend to the ¢olonies of 
Great Britain the principle of the convention of 
London, by which the commefte between the ports 
of the U. States and British ports in Europe, had 
been placed on a footing of equality, hasbeen decline 
ed by the British government. ‘This subjeet hav- 
ing been thus amicably discussed between the 
two governments, and it appearing that the Bri- 
tish government ‘is unwilling to depart front its 
ptesent regulations, it remains for congress to de- 
cide whether they wilk make any other regula- 
tions, in consequence thereof, for the protection 
| and improvement of our navigation. 

The negotiation with Spain, for spoliations or 
our commerce, and the settlement of boundaries, 
remains, essentially, in the state itt held, by the 
communications that were made to congress by 
my predecessor. ft has been evidently the policy of 
the Spanish government to keep the negotia- 
tion suspended, and in thisthe United States have: 
acquiesced, from an amicable disposition towards 
Spain, and in the expectation that her govern- 
ment would, from a sense of justice, finally ac 
cede to such an arrangement as would be equal 
.between the parties. A disposition has been lately 
shown by the Spanish gevernment to move in 
the negotiation, which has been met by this go- 

vernment, and, should the conciliatory and friend- 
ly policy, which has invariabfy guided eur coun- 
-cils, be reciprocated, a just aid satisfactoty ar- 
rangement may be expected. Kis proper, how- 
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made, from which such a result can be presumed. 

It was anticipated, at an early stage, that the 
contest between Spain and the colonies woulda 
become highly interesting to the United States.— 
It was natural that our citizens should sympathise 
in events which affected their neighbors, It seem- 
efi»: >able also, that the prosecution of the con- 
flict along our coast, and contiguous countries, 
would occasionally interrupt our commerce, and 
otherwise affect the persons and property of our 
citizens. These anticipations have been realized. 
Such injuries have been reeeived from persons 
acting under the authority of both the parties, and 
for which redress has, in most instances, been 
withheld. Through every stage of the conflict 
the Un'ted States have maintained an‘ impartial 
nentrality, giving aid to neither of the parties in 
men, money, ships or munitions of war. They 
have regarded the contest, not in the light of an 
ordinary insurrection or rebellion, but as a civil 
war between parties nearly equal, having, as to 
neutral powers, «qual rights. Our ports have 


been opened to both, and every article, the fruit |] 


of our soil, or of the industry of our citizens, 
which either permitted to take, has been equally 
free to the other. Should the colonies establish 
their independence, it is proper now to state, 
th * this government neither seeks, nor would 
acce)t, from them any advantage, in commerce 
or otherwise, which will not be equally open to 
all other nations. The colonies will, in that event, 
become independent states, free from any obli- 
gation to, or ‘connexion with us, which it may 
not then be their interest to form on the basis of 
a fair reciprocity. 

In the summer of the present year an expedition 
was set on foot against Kast Florida, by persons 
claiming to act under the authority of some of 
the colonies, who took possession of Amelia 
Island, at the mouth of the St. Mary’s river, near 
the boundary of the state of Georgia. As this pro- 
vince lies eastward of the Mississippi, and is 
bounded by the United States and the ocean on 
every side, and has been a subject of negotiation 
with the government of Spain, as an indemnity 
for losses by spoliation, or in exchange for terri- 
tory of equal value westward of the Mississippi, 
a fact well known to the world, it excited sur- 
prise that any countenance should be given to 
this measure by any of the colonies. As it 
would be difficult to reconcile it with the friendly 
relations existing between the United States and 
the colonies, a doubt was entertained whether it 
had been authorised by them, or any of them.— 
This doubt has gained strength, by the circum- 
stances which have unfolded themselves in th« 
prosecution of the enterprize, which have mark- 
¢d it as a mere private unauthorised adventure — 
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Projected and commenced with an 3 
“an reliance seems ‘a ened wept 
z * n place’ on 
what might be drawn, in defiance of our laws, from 
within our limits ; and of late, as their resources 
have failed, it has assumed a more marked cha. 
racter of unfriendliness to us, the island being 
made a channel for the illicit introduction of slaves 
from Africa into the United States, an asylum for 
fugitive slaves from the neighboring States, and a 
port for smuggling of every kind. 

A similar establishment was made, at an earlier 
period, by persons of the same description, in the 
Gulph of Mexico, at a place called Galveston, 
within the limits of the United States, as wecon- 
tend under the cession of Louisiana. . This enter. 
prize has been marked, in a more signal manner, 
by all the objectionable circumstances which cha- 
racterized the other, and more particularly by the 
equipment of privateers which have annoyed our 
commerce, and by smuggling. These establish. 
ments, if ever sanctioned by any authority what. 
ever, which is not believed, have abused their 
trust, and forfeited all claim to consideration. A 
just regard for the rights and _ interests of the U- 
nited States required that they should be sup. 
pressed ; and orders have accordingly issued to 
that effect. The imperious considerations which 
produced this measure will be explained to the 
parties whom it may, in any degree, concern.: 

To obtain correct information on every subject 
in which the United States are interested; to in- 
spire just sentiments, in all persons in authority, 


on either side, of our friendly disposition, so far 


as it may comport with an impartial neutrality ; 
and to secure proper respect to our commerce in 
every port, and from every flag, it has been 
thought proper to send a ship of war, with three 
distinguished citizens, along the southern coast, 
with instruction to touch at such ports, as they 
may find most expedient for these purposes— 
With the existing authorities, with those in 
the possession of, and exercising the sover- 
eignty, must the communication be held ; from 
them alone can redress for past injuries, commit 
ted by persons acting under them be obtained by 
them alone can the commission of the like, in 
future, be prevented. 

Our relations with the other powers of Europe 
have experienced no essential change since the 
last session. In our intercourse with each, due 
attention continues to be paid to the protec- 
tion of our commerce, and to every other object 
in which the United States are interested. A 
strong hope is entertained, that, by adhering to 
the maxims of a just, a candid, and friendly po- 
Sey, we may long preserve amicable relations 
with al! the powers uf Europe, on conditions ad. 








vantageous and honorable to our country. 











Ce 0 Gee ee Meee ain, a 


tw 
no 


wil 
eig 
the 
wh 
add 


ive 





rces 
cha- 
eing 
aves 
1 for 
nd a 


hier 
nthe 
aton, 
- con. 
nter- 
nner, 
1 cha- 
ry the 
dour 
blish- 
what- 
their 
mn. A 
he U- 
> Sup. 
ied to 
which 
to the 
m. 
ubject 
to in- 
hority, 
so far 
rality ; 
rce in 
; been 
1 three 
Coast, 
s they 
oses.— 
ose in 
sover- 
; from 
ommit- 
ned by 
ike, in 


Europe 
ice the 
ch, due 
protec - 
r object 
ted. A 
ering te 
uliy po- 
lations 
‘ions ad- 








Vou. 11. —L317.) 


With the Barbary states and Indian tribes our 
pacific relations have been preserved. 

In calling your attention to the internal con- 
cerns of our country, the view which they exhibit 
js peculiarly gratifying. The payments which 
have been made into the treasury show the very 
productive state of the public revenue. After sa- 
tisfying the appropriations made by law for the 
support of the civil government, and of the mili- 
tary and naval establishments, embracing suitable 
provision for fortifications, and for the gradual in- 
crease of the navy, paying the: interest of the 
public debt, and extinguishing more than eigh- 
teen millions of the principal, within the present 
year, it is estimated that a balance of more than 
six millions of dollars will remain in the treasury 
on the first day of January, applicable to the cur- 
rent service of the ensuing year. 

The payments into the treasury in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, on ac- 
count of impests and tonnage, resulting principal- 
ly from duties which have accrued during the 
present year, may be fairly estimated at twenty 
nillions of dollars; internal revenues at two mil- 
lions five hundred thousands; public lands at one 
millions five hundred thousands ; bank dividends 
and incidental receipts, five hundred thousands ; 
making in the whole, twenty-four millions and 
five hundred thousand dollars. 

The annual permanent expenditure for the sup- 
port of the civil government, and of the army and 
navy, as now established by law, amounts to ele- 
ven millions eight hundred thousand dollars ; and 
for the sinking fund, to ten millions ; making, in 
the whole, twenty-one millions eight hundred 
thousand dollars ; leaving an annual excess of re- 
venue, beyond the expenditure, of two millions 
seven hundred thousand dollars, exclusive of the 
balance estimated to be in the treasury on the 
first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and eighteen. 

In the present state of the treasury the whole 
of the Louisiana debt may be redeemed in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and nineteen ; 
after which, if the public debt continues 2¢ it now 
is, above par, there will be annually about five 
millions of the sinking fund unexpended, until the 
year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, 
when the loan of one thousand eight hundred and 
‘welve, and the stock created by funding treasury 
notes, will be redeemable. 

It is also estimated that the Mississippi stock 
will be discharged during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and nineteen, from the proceeds of 
the public lands assigned to that object; after 
which the receipts from those lands will annually 
add to the public revenue the sum of one million 
five hundred thousand dollars, making the nerma- 
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nent annual revenue amount to twenty-six millions 
of dollars, and leaving an annual excess of reve- 
nue, after the year one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen, beyond the permanent authorised 
expenditure, of more than four millions of dollars. 

By the last returns from the department of war, 
the militia force of the several states may be esti- 
mated at eight hundred thousand men, infantry, 
artillery and cavalry Great part of this force is 
armed, and measures are taken to arm the whole. 
An improvement in the organization and discip- 
line of the militia is one of the great objects which 
claims the unremitted attention of Congress. 

The regular force amounts nearly to the num- 
ber required by law, and is stationed along the 
Atlantic and inland frontiers. 

Of the naval force, it has been necessary to 
maintain strong squadrons in the Mediterranean 
and in the gulf of Mexico. 

From seveial of the Indian tribes inhabiting the 
country bordering on lake Erie, purchases have 
been made of lands, on conditions very favorable 
to the United States, and, as it is presumed, not 
less so to the tribes themselves. By these pur- 
chases, the Indian title, with moderate reservation, 
has been extinguished to the whole of the lands 
within the limits of the state of Ohio, and toa great 
part of that in the Michigan territory, and of the 
state of Indiana. From the Cherokee tribe a tract 
has been purchased, in the state of Georgia, and an 
arrangement made, by which, in exchange for 
lands beyond the Mississippi, a great part, if not 
the whole of the land belonging to that tribe, east- 
ward of that river, in the states of North Carolina, 
Georgia and Tennessee, and in the Alabama ter- 
ritory, will soon be acquired By these acquisi- 
sitions anc others, that may reasonably be expect- 
ed soon to follow, we shall be enabled te extend our 
settlements from the inhabited parts of the state 
of Ohio, along lake Erie, into the Michigan terri- 
tory, and to connect our settlements by degrees, 
thro’ the state of Indiana, and Illinois territory, to 
that of Missouri.. A similar and equally advantage- 
ous effect will soon be produced to the south 
through the whole extent of the states and terri- 
tory, which border on the waters emptying into 
the Mississippi and the Mobile. In this progress, 
which the rights of nature demand, and nothing 
can prevent, marking a growth rapid and gigantic, 
it is our duty to make new efforts for the preser- 
vation, improvement and civilization of the native 
inhabitants. The hunter state can exist only in 
the vast uncultivated desart. It yields to the more 
dense aud compact form, and greater force of ci- 
vilized population ; and of right it ought to yield, 
for the earth was given to mankind to support 
the greatest number of which it is capable, and 
no tribe er people have a right to withhold from 
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the wants of others more than is necessary for 
their own support and comfort. Itis gratifying to 
know that the reservations of land made by the 
treaties with the tribes on lake Erie, were made 
with a view to individual ownership among them, 
and to the cultivation of the soil by all, and that 
an annual stipend has been pledged to supply 
their other wants. It will merit the conside- 
ration of congress, whether other provision, not 
stipulated by treaty, ought to be made for these 
tribes, and for the advancement of the liberal and 
humane policy of the United States towards all the 
tribes within our limits, and more particular for 
their improvement in the arts of civilized life. 

Among the advantages incident to these pur- 
chases, and to those which have preceded, the 
security which may thereby be afforded to our 
inland frontiers, is peculiarly important. With a 
strong barrier, consisting of our own people, thus 
planted on the Lakes, the Mississippi and the Mo- 
bile, with the protection to be derived from the re- 
gular force, Indian hostilities, if they do not altoge- 
ther cease, will henceforth lose their terror. For- 
tifications in those quarters, to any extent, will not 
be necessary, and the expense attending them may 
be saved. A people accustomed to the use of fire 
arms only, as the lidian tribes are, will shun even 
moderate works defended by cannon. Great for- 
tifications will, therefore, be requisite only, in fu- 
ture, along the coast, and at some points in the 
interior, connected with it. On these will the 
safety of our towns, and the commerce of our 
great rivers, from the bay of Fundy to the Missis- 
sippi, depend. On these, therefore, should the 
utmost attention, skill and labor be bestowed. 

A considerable and rapid augmentation in the 
value of all the public lands, proceeding from 
these and other obvious causes, may hencefor- 
ward be expected. The difficulties attending ear- 
ly emigrations will be dissipated even in the most 
remote parts. Several new states have been ad. 
mitted into the Union, to the west and south, and 
territorial governments, happily. organized; esta 
blished over every other portion in which there is 
vacant land for sale. In terminating Indian hos- 
tilities, as must soon be done, ina formidable 
shape at least, the emigration which has hereto- 
fore been great, will probably increase, and the 
demand for land, and the augmentation in its va- 
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be given to the emigrants, consistent with 2 fair 
competition between them, but the Competition 

should operate, in the first sale, te the advantage 

ofthe nation rather than of individuals. Great 

capitalists will derive all the benefit incident to 

their superior wealth, under any mode of sale 
which may be adopted. But if, looking forward 

to the rise in the value of the public lands, they 

should have the opportunity of amassing, ata low 

price, vast bodies in their hands, the profit will 
accrue to them, and not to the public. They would 
also have the power, in that degree, to control 
the emigration and settlement in such manner ag 
their opinion of their respective interests might 
dictate. I submit this subject to the consideration 
of congress, that such further provision may be 
made in the sale of the public lands, with a view 
to the public interest, should any be deemed ex. 
pedient, as in their judgment may be best adapted 
to the object. 

When we consider the vast extent of territory 
within the United States, the great amount and 
value of its productions, the connexion of its 
parts, and other circumstances, on which their 
prosperity and happiness depend, we eannot fail 
to entertain a high sense of the advantage to be 
derived from the facility which may be afforded 
in the intercourse between them, by means of 
good roads and canals. Never did a country of 
such vast extent offer equal inducements to im- 
provements of this kind, nor ever were conse. 
quences of such nwgnitude involved in them. As 
this subject was acted on by congress at the last 
session, and there may be a disposition to revive it 
at the present, I have brought it into view, for 
the purpose of communicating my sentiments on 
a very important circumstance connected with it, 
with that freedom and candor which a regard for 
the public interest, and a proper respect for con- 
gress require. A difference of opinion has exist- 
ed, from the first formation of our constitution te 
the present time, among our most enlightened andy 
virtuous citizens, respecting the right of congress 
to establish such a system of improvement. Tak- 
ing into view the trust with which T am now hon- 
ored, it would be improper, after what has passed, 
that this discussion should be revived, with an un- 
certainty of my opinion respecting the right. Dis- 
regarding early impressions, I have bestowed on 





lue, be in like proportion. The great increase of 
our population throughout the Union will alone | 
produce an important effect, and in no quarter | 
will it be so sensibly felt as in those in contem- 


the subject all the deliberation which its great im- 
portance, and a just sense of my duty requived— 
and the result is, a settled conviction in my mind, 
that congress do not possess the right. It is not 





plation. The public Iands are a public stock, } 
which ought to be disposed of to the best advan- | 
tage tothe nation. The nation should, therefore, | 
derive the profit proceeding from the continial 

rise in their value. Every encouragement should ! 


cuntained in any of the specified powers granted 
| to congress; nor can I consider it incidental to, or 
|a necessary mean, viewed on the most liberal 
\scale, for carrying into effect ony of the powers 
| which are specifically granted. i communicating 








int 
tio 
has 
mit 
not 


on! 


for 


$8329 38 


put 
the 
par 
and 
itin 
hea 
tou 
nati 
imp 


than 
dicts 


lou 


gS 


to 
ale 
ard 
ley 
low 
will 
uld 
trol 
as 
ight 
tion 
he 
lew 
| ex. 
pted 


itory 
and 
f its 
their 
t fail 
io be 
rded 
ns of 
ry of 
Oo im- 
onse- 
n. As 
e last 
ive it 
yy for 
its On 
ith it, 
d for 
rcon- | 
exist- 
ion te 
d andy 
gress 
Tak- 
y hon- 
assed, 
an un- 
t. Dis- 
ved on 
at im- 
ived— 
mind, 
is not 
ranted 
I to, or 
liberal 
yowers 
icating 


\ 











Vor. 11.—1817 } 


this result, Tcannot resist the obligation which I 
feel to suggest to congress the propriety of re- 
commending to the states the adoption of an 
amendment to the constitution, which shall give to 
congress the right in question. In cases of doubt- 
fal construction, especially of such vital interest, 
it comports with the nature and origin of our in- 
stitutions, and will contribute much to preserve 
them, to apply to our constituents for an explicit 
gtant of the power. We may confidently rely, 
that if it appears to their satisfaction, tiiat the 
power is necessary, it will always be granted. In 
this case 1am happy to observe, that experience 
has afforded the most ample proof of its utility, 
and that the bemgn spirit of conciliation and har- 
mony which now manifests itself throughout our 
Union promises to such a recommendation the 
most prompt and favorable result. I think pro- 
per to suggest, also, in case this measure is adopt- 
ed, that it be recommended to the states to in- 
clude, in the amendment sought, a right in con- 
gress to institute, likewise, seminaries of learning, 
for the all important purpose of diffusing know- 
ledge among our fellow citizens throughout the 


United States. ‘ ; ; 
Our manufactories will require the continued 


attention of congress. ‘The capital employed in 
them is considerable, and the knowledge acquired 
inthe machinery and fabric of all the most useful 
manufactures is of great value. Their preserva- 
tion, which depends on due encouragement, is 
connected with the high interests of the nation. 
Although the progress of the public buildings 
has been as favorable as circumstances have per- 
mitted, yet it is to be regretted that the capitol is 
not yet in a state to receive you. There is 
good cause io presume that the two wings, the 
only parts as yet commenced, will be prepared 
for that purpose at the next session. ‘The time 
seems now to have arrived, when this subject 
may be deemed worthy the attention of con- 
gress, on a scale adequate to national purpéses. 
The completion of the middie building will be 
necessary to the convenient accomodation of 
congress, of the committees, and various offices 
belonging to it. It is evident that the other 
public buildings are altogether insufficient for 
the accomodation of the several executive de- 
partments, some of whom are much crowded, 
and even subjected to the necessity of obtaining 
it in private buildings, at some distance from the 
head of the department, and with inconvenience 
to the management of the public business. Most 
nations have taken an interest and a pride in the 
improvement and ornament of their metropolis, 
and none were more conspicuous in that respect 
than the ancient republics. The policy which 
dictated the establishment of a permanent resi- 
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dence for the national government, and the spi- 
rit in which it has been commenced and has been 
prosecuted, shew that such improvement was 
thought worthy the attention of this nation.-- 
Its central position, between the northern and 
southern extremes of our Union, and its approach 
to the west, at the head ofa great navigable 
river, which interlocks with the western waters, 
prove the wisdom of the council which estab. 
lished it. Nothing appears’ to be more reason- 
able and proper, than that convenient accom: 
modations should be provided, on a well digest- 
ed plan, for the heads of several departments, 
and for the attorney-general ; and it is believed 
that the public ground in the city, applied to 
those objects, will be found amply sufficent. 
T submit this subject to the consideration of con- 
gress, that such further provisions may be made 
in it, as to them may seem proper. 

In contemplating the happy situation of the 
United States, our attention is drawn with pe- 
culiar interest, to the surviving officers and sol- 
diers of our revolutionary army, who so emi- 
nently contributed, by their services, to lay its 
foundation. “Most of those very meritorious ci- 
tizens have paid the debt of nature, and gone 
to repose. It is believed that among the survi- 
vors there are some not provided fur by exist- 
ing laws, who are reduced to indigence, and 
even to real distress. These men have a claim 
on the gratitude of their country, and it will do 
honor to their country to provide for them.— 
The lapse of.a few years more and the oppor- 
tunity will be forever lost: indeed, so long al- 
ready has been the interval, that the number to 
be benefitted, by any provision which may be 
made, will not be great. 

It appearing ina satisfactory manner that the 
revenue arising from imposts and tonnage, and 
from the sale of the public lands, will be fully 
adequate to the support of the civil government, 








of the present military and naval establishments, 
including the annual augmentation of the latter, 
to the extent provided for ; to the payment of 
the interest on the public debt, and to the ex 
tinguishment of it at the times authorised, with- 
out the aid of the internal taxes; I consider it 
my duty to recommend to congress their repeal. 
To impose taxes when the public exigencies 
require them, is an obligation of the most sa- 
cred character, especially with a free people.— 
The faithful fulfilment of it is among the highest 
proofs of their virtue, and capacity for selt-go- 
vernment. To dispense with taxes, when it may 
be done with perfect safety, is equally the duty 
of their representatives. In this instance we 
have the satisfaction to know that they were im- 
posed when the demand was imperious, and have 





p 
‘ 
é 
i 
i 
t 


Ces 





358 THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 


been sustained with exemplary fidelity. I have 
to add, that however gratifying it may be to me, 
regarding the prosperous and happy condition 
of our country. to recommend the repeal of these 
taxes at this time, I shall nevertheless be atten- 
tive to events, and should any future emergency 
occur, be not less prompt to suggest such mea- 
sures and burthens as may then be requisite and 
proper. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Washington, December 2, 1817. 


REMARKS ON THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 


It would be a superfluous recommendation were 
we to call the attention of our readers to the mes- 
sage of the president, as its political importance 
is always catculated to excite the most lively in- 
terest: we cannot, however, pass it by without 
expressing our opinion on its general features, 
and remarking upon some of its prominent re- 
commendations. 

What American bosom but must beat with en- 
thusiasm and gratitude in reading the tablet of 
our prosperity and happiness, delineated by the 
first magistrate of a free people ; and contrasting 
its truth and sterling qualities with the most fiat- 
tered picture which the rulers of any other part of 
the habitable globe could draw, as regards the 
happiness of their subjects and the unforced 
strength of their resources. Instead of a glossy 
imposition, wherein a fictitious prosperity is pour- 
trayed, in order to qualify the heaping of extra- 
ordinary faxation upon the suffering and almost 
exhausted subject, and drawing sustenance to the 
head by the sacrifice of the heart and the mem- 
bers, a faithful exposure is made of that national 
aSMuence proceeding from a wise and liberal econ- 
omy, which warrants a repeal of internal taxes at 
the expiration of three years after a war with one 
of the most formidable powers in Europe. . 

“To impose taxes,” says the president, “when 
the public exigencies require them, is an obliga- 
tion of the most sacred character, especially with 
a free people; the faithful fulfilment of them is 
among the highest proofs of their virtue and ca- 
pacity for self government. To dispense with 
taxes, when it may be done with perfect safety, 
is équally the duty of their representatives.” 

This is a language utterly unknown in the cabi- 
nets or councils of European politicians; to lay 
taxes or levy contributions is the attribute of kings 
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flow to the United States from the improvement 
of roads and canals, has declared his Opinion, after 
mature deliberation, that congress, by the con. 
stitution, does not possess the right , 
thereon, and Sallheiinaaiis that itis lca 
call upon the different state legislatures for the 
adoption of an amendment to the constitution in 
this particular ; as also, to grant to congress a 
right to institute seminaries of learning. We 
should have been pleased to have seen with the 
recommendation of these amendments to the con. 
stitution, another which appears to us at this day 
to be of a very important character, which is the 
granting to congress the power of laying duties 
on exports. There are various productions of our 
soil which, although not indigenous, are so pecu. 
liarly adapted to it, and so genial in their culture, 
as, in amanner, to become the exclusive proper. 
ty of our ceuntry. Thus, rice, cotton, tobacco, 
(a native plant) flaxseed, ashes, (which we derive 
from clearing lands and new settlements,) besides 
various other articles are drawn by foreign na. 
tions from the United States, and form the staples 
for our external commerce. In the formation of 
our present constitution it was considered politic 
by the southern states, to make the non-taxation of 
exports almost a sine qua non of their entering in- 
to the compact. This was in consideration of the 
produce exported from the southern states being 
so much greater in proportion than that from the 
northern and eastern states, and the principle con- 
tended for, was, that the government should not 
draw a greater revenue from one section of the 
Union than the other. The lapse of time, how- 
ever, has brought forward considerable changes 
since that period, and while we have added no 
new states or territories to the eastward, our 
southern and western progression has been rapid 
in its strides, and is daily manifesting itself by new 
territorial governments, and states but lately ac- 
knowledged, presenting an interesting picture of 
prosperity and improvement. At that day our 
southern limits extended no farther than Georgia, 
and thirteen states formed the number of the 
Union. At the present time we possess Louisiana 
and all the new states, making our number 17, 
with four new territories, claiming an admission 
into the general representation. 

The tract of territory possessed by the eastern 
and northern states is comparatively trifling to 
those compact bodies of uncountable acres which 








are productive, and to be made so, of those arti- 


and ministers ; but once laid, it is seldom that we || cles most desirable in our external commerce— 


see a wise and liberal policy prevail which advo- 
cates their repeal, or that even the necessities of 
the government would admit of their reduction. 
The president, at the same time that he ex- 
presses his sense of the advantages which would 


; The number of northern and eastern states as far 
, as Delaware, it is granted, embrace nine, but in 


_ those are calculated little Rhode-Island and Dela- 


ware ; as also Vermont and New-Jersey, neither 
of which, referring to the latter, send by four as 
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mbers as Kentucky, without taking into 
view Ohio and Tennessee, who will, in a few 
years, double them in population and representa- 
n this view of our present population and 
produce, would it not be adviseable to inquire 
if the exports of our country should not bear a 


many me 


tion. I 


proportionable part towards the expenditures of 
the government, and the political income of the 
nation. ; 

In a vulgar spirit of arithmetic this might be 
considered as taxing our planter or our merchant, 
but if viewed relatively as all foreign taxes bear 
upon us, it will be found, that although it nomi- 
nally derives its existence from the municipal re- 
gulations of our land, that the consumer pays it — 
The case is so clear in itself that we rather feel a 
hesitation in exemplifying it, by stating that it 
comes exactly to this proposition :— 

A. B.a merchant in France ships 300 tons of 
wine, the internal duty on which, on exportation, 
is five francs per ton, or § 300. C.D. a mer- 
chant in America, ships 69,000 pounds of cotton, 
on which the internal duty is one half cent. 
per pound, for exportation, or § 300. We ask 
our readers who it is that in facto pays those in- 
ternal or municipal imposts—the farmer or mer- 
chant in France or America, or the consumer, in 
either country. The tax, in whatever shape it 
presents itself, as regards general products, is 
well known in all countries to full on the consu- 
mer of the article, and no nation ought to waver 
on laying a tax upen exports in order to aid their 
revenue, when no competition is offered to thwart 
them, or militate against the demand they might 
naturally calculate to supply. 

The prevention of undue speculation of capi- 
talists, as regards public lands, is a most whole- 
some and time bearing recommendation. The 
monied interests in the United States, by the cre- 
ation of the national bank, and its location in the 
richest city in the Union, have been already too 
subserved, and it is but politic to prevent those 
grasps which the arms of wealth are always 
ready to embrace, if they should in any manner im- 
pede the settlements of territory on our just and 
republican principles; preventing by this early 
policy, any lord of domain, or chief land holder to 
drill tenants to his service, or shake the great in- 
heritance of our soil ; the right of thinking for 

ourselves. 

The president in a few words has recommend- 
ed, most strongly, our rising nanufactures to the 
care of the nation. Emphaticaily he says THEIR PuE- 
SERVATION WHICH DEPENDS ON DUE ENCOURAGEMENT 
is connected with Taz HIGH INTERLSTS OF THE 
nation. A volnme could not speak plainer to 
congress, und if they give themsclves the leisure 
to reflect, and ask for lights on a question of so 
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great politieal bearing, we are convinced their 
decision must be just and the manufacturer pro- 
tected. National justice in our interior relations 
demand it ; and as a disavowal of it, after having 
partially protected it, would stamp the acts of 
our law-givers with inconsistency, they must see 
the HIGH INTERESTS recommended to their wis- 
dom, and preserve them at all hazards. 

Our feelings were sensibly awakened on read- 
ing the recommendation to congress to take care 
of the old and (war worn soldier) of the revolu- 
tion. The time can never come too late to do 
good, isan ancient proverb; it has, however, 
been likely to fail here—that the FATHERS of 
our republic—those arms by which it was eman- 
cipated from thraldom, and which established its 
name, should suffer in want, or be shrivelled in 
famine, is an idea too ignominious for our present 
recollections, much more so to be handed down 
as an historical fact. Our ideas of economy and 
compensation have been, perhaps, hitherto too 
confined. Our means are great, our remunera- 
tion should be equally so—and honorable to ti:ose 
who are worthy of it. Parsimony is the meanest 
trait in the character of man, and cannot fail to 
disgrace a nation. Liberal economy is a virtue, 
and should form the centre arch of legislation. — 
We trust, therefore, and indeed we doubt not, that 
the just and deserved recommendation of our pre- 
sident, although ata late day, will be received 
with a cheerfulness by our representative body, 
and that the white hairs of many of our chieftains 
may retire to the narrow house with more com- 
fort to their declining years, than their late exigen- 
cies promised. 

* An improvement in the organization of the 
militia,” it is to be hoped will meet the particu- 
lar attention of congress, and we ate happy to 
find it impressively recommended to them by the 
president : it isin the days of tranquility that it 
becomes a wise nation to prepare for more tem- 
pestuous times, and in the sunshire of peace to 
collect and organize those elements of war which 
the injustice of nations may render necessary to 
be called into action and become essential to our 
security. A properly organized and well disci- 
plined militia would be equally as effective as re- 
gular troops, nor can any good reason be adduced 
to the contrary. They consist of the same mate- 
rials, and the only difference is the discipline 
maintained by the one and unattended to by the 
other. We have had examples of our voluntecr 
companies who, by submitting to camp exercises 
and entcring with devotion into the spirit of mar- 
tial duty, have become as expert and practical 
soldiers in all the evolutions of an army, as if they 
had served in halfa dozen campaigns. ‘To say 
that the regular enlistment ofa man would enable 
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bim to stand the fire of an enemy any better than 
his drafted comrade, or endue him with one atom 
more personal bravery, would be asserting a ridi- 
culous and untenable principle. The great secret 
in military movements, without which success 
cannot be counted on, is to inspire confidence, 
and nothing so much tends to this as discipline. — 
To encourage 4 spirit of emulation in the militia 
of our country should, therefore, be the first duty 
of congress, and nothing tends so much to en- 
courage it as appropriate rewards and honors. Our 
militia should all be clad in a suitable uniform, at 
the expense of the nation. There should be re- 
gular days for drilling and mancuvring, and the 
nog-attendance of any member of the corps, un- 
less prevented by sickness or unavoidable acci 

dents, should be punishable by fines, rigidly ex- 
acted, and those regulated according to the abili- 
ty or property of the offender. Military games or 
feats should be instituted, at regular seasons, 
where honors and promotions should be adjudg- 
ed to those best acquitting themselves ; neglect of 
arms, or inattention to dress should meet public 
reprimand -nd fine. All drafted militia should 
be alrowed two complete suits a year, at the nation- 
al expense, one adapted for summer and the other 
for winter. In this manner our militia would as- 
sume the appearance of regulars, and in a little 
time would fecl themselves equal to what they 
xesembled, and we should no longer have our 
feelings disgusted and our ridicule excited by 
seeing a set of slovenly, sluggish, tatterdemalions 
crawling through our streets, like the ragged 
men of Jack Falstaff, all clad in different and mot- 
ley apparel, here a long tailed coat, there a short 
jacket; many with broomsticks for muskets, and 
all without order or discipline, or the ambition to 
acquire it; arg! as easy to be thrown into confu- 
sion as Don Quixote’s army of sheep, when he 
attacked them under cover of the invincible hel- 
met of Mambrino, 

When we consider the estimated force of the 
militia to be 800,000 men, we may imagine what 
an engine of power we might bring against: an 
enemy, by proper management and discipline. — 
it would not, however, be adviseable, in our view 
of the subject, to undertake the discipline of the 
whole body at any one time, but it should be di- 
vided into one-fourth or one-sixth part, which 
shoukj be drafted in the day of peace as in that 
of war, to attend regular drilling days and learn 
discipline, &c one half of which body should go 
out of the ranks each year, and an equal number 
be drafted in, so that the elements of military 
service would, in the course of a few years, per- 
yade the Union, 

There is pne thing which we are surprised at 
not seeing im this excellent message of our presi- 
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dent, the recommendation of a general bankrupt 
law, which by the creditor as well as the debtor, 
appears to be desired, as a prevention to fraud, and 
a release from engagements, by those whom mis. 
fortunes have rendered incapable to discharge 
them, As this subject, however, it is Supposed, 
would have met the consideration of the last ses. 
sion of congress had there been time to have dis. 
cussed it, it may be considered as claiming the 
attention of the present body, Should it occu. 
py their attention, we hope they will see the 
necessity and wisdom of giving to the executive 
of the general government the power to appoint 
commissiqners instead of leaving it with the judi- 
ciary, which, it appears to us, would strike at tle 
independence which such officers should natu. 
rally enjoy. A well regulated bankrupt law, it 
appears to us, would tend to preserve the honest? 
of the nation, make more secure the fair trader, 
detect the fraudulent one, and preserve misfor- 


tune from persecution. 
| madeuenemananted 
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GENERAL COURT MARTIAL, 


ADJT. AND INSP. GEN’S. OFFICE. 
November 27, 1817. 
GENERAL OEDER. 


At a general court martial, of which major ge- 
neral Scott was president, begun and holden at 
West Point, in the state of New-York, on the 
20th of October last, was tried captain Alden 
Partridge, of the corpsof engineers, on the fol- 
lowing charges and specifications, viz. 

Cuangée Ist. Neglect of duty and unofficer like 
conduct. 

Specification 1st. In this, that being command- 
ing officer at West Point, in the state of New 
York, during the greater part of the time be- 
tween April 1816, and July 1817, he suffered the 
wood;on the United States land at West Point, in 
the course of his command during that period, to 
be cut, and appropriated to their private use or 
emolument by numbers of persons without, taking 
such steps, as it was his duty to do, to prevent 
these spoliations, and a recurrence of like spolia- 
tions in future, or to recover the wood so cut and 
appropriated, or an equivalent ; and connived at 
these trespasses upon the public property. 

Specification 2d. In that being commanding offi- 
cer at West Point, he suffered Amos Barton, 
‘Thomas Eumans, and William English, and others, 
between October, 1815, and July, 1817, to build 
houses on the United States land at West Point, 
and that not on account of and for the use of the 
United States, but their own ; and between April, 
1816, and July, 3617, to cut the timber growing on 
the United States land at West Point, and use it 
in the building of said houses ; and also suffered 
Oliver G. Burton, within the last mentioned pe- 
riod, to cut the timber growing on the United 
States land at West Point, and use it in building 
a store on said land. 

Specification 3d. In that, being commanding offi- 
cer at West Point during the greater part of the 
time between April, 1816, and July, 1817, he suf- 
fered the cannon at West Point, belonging to 
The United States, amounting to about twenty 





pieces, and their appertenances, gun carriages, 
caissons and sling carts, &c. to remain during his 
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covered and exposed to the weather, and the|| the academy; and in the fall of 1816, ord 
cannon to be without leaden aprons, or other co- || them to be admitted into the philosophical ng 
vers on their vents, whereby said cannon and |} without any examination being had as to yp ws 

k military stores have been much damaged. qualifications, as the rules prescribed for the 

} Specification 4th. In that being commanding }j classification of the cadets required. “ 

officer at West Point, and superintendent of the Specification 2d. In that being conmandin fh 
military academy there, he suffered, between Oc- || cer and superintendent as aforesaid, he pe d 
tober, 1615, and July, 1817, great numbers of ma- |] cadets Walker, Donaldson, Wells, and Hunter, 
thematical and philosophical instruments, and} join the military academy at West Point on 

cases of mathematical instruments, belonging to || new appointments, on or about the -2ist f mag 
the military academy, to lie in confusion and dis- |] 1817, in violation of the regulations preceded 

§. order on the floor without proper care being ta- || for the academy. 

q ken of them, whereby many of them were much Specification 3d. In that on his arrival at West 
injured, many ruined, and others lost. y Point, on the evening of the 29th August, 1817 
Specification 5th. In that, being commanding || being received by a number of the cadets of the 

officer and superintendent as aforesaid, he sufter- military academy, there, with shouts and cheer. 

ed the cadets of the military academy at West |] ing, and in a disorderly and unmilitary manner ; 


i 
command in that period, on the open plain, un-}j to, from all attendance on the regular cl mnes'of 








<< an 





Point to trade and be trusted so largely at the 
the store and tayloring establishment at West 
Point, that at one period, in the year 1816, the 
debts of only fifiy of them, at said store and esta- 
blishment, amounted to about seven thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

Specification 6th. In that, being superintendent 
of the military academy at West Point, and com- 
manding officer of the post during the greater 
part of the time between April, 1816, and July, 
1817, he suffered, whilst superintending and 
commanding officer, in that period, the disci- 
pline, police and government of the academy, 
and the discipline and police of the post, to be 
and remain extremely bad. 

Specification 7th. In that, being professor of en- 
gineering in the military academy at West Point 
he paid very little and insufficient attention, dur- 
ing the greater part of the year 1816, viz. to the 
termination of his professorship, in the fall of the 


year, and previously, to the instruction of the : 
cadets of the academy in the science of engineer- ; 


ing, and altogether neglected to instruct them in 
the practical part of it. : 
Specification 8th. In that, being superintendent 
of the military academy at West Point, and com- 
manding officer of the post he did not inform the 
cadets at the commencement of the vacation in 
July, 1817, of the time when they should return 


to duty in the academy, whereby much inconve- | 


nience and injury resulted to the institution. 

Specification 9th. In that, being superintendent 
and commanding officer as aforesaid, he permitted 
the cadets to leave the academy at West Point at 
the commencement of the vacation in July, 1817, 
without “turning in,” or depositing the public 
property in their possession in a place of safe 
keeping. 


|| he ordered or requested lieutenant Charles Da. 
|| vies to address the cadets in his, captain Part. 
ridge’s behalf, and particularly thanked them for 
their manner of receiving him. 

Specification 4th. In that being under arrest, 
and having received a copy of charges preferred 
against him by brigadier general Swift, command. 
ant of engineers and his commanding officer, for 
his assumption of the command of West Point 
on the 30th August, 1817, and conduct there, 
about that time, and before trial, he authorised 
and permitted, and procured, and caused at the 
city of New-York, to be printed and published 
in a public newspaper, viz. the “ New-York Co. 
lumbian” published in the city of New-Yerk, and 
in the number of that paper, dated the 12th of 
September, 1817, an appeal, in his name, tothe 
public, vindicatory of himself in regard to the 
very matters for which he had been arrested, and 
with which he was charged, and calculated to 
excite insubordination and disorder amongst the 
cadets of the military academy at West Point. 

Caarce 3d. Disobedience of orders. 


Specification 1st. In assuming at West Point, on 
or about the 30th August, 1817, the command of 
that post, contrary to, and in disobedience of the 
'! orders and instructions of his commanding officer 
'| brigadier general Swift, of the 17th July, 1817, 
given in pursuance of the directions of the pre- 
| sident of the United States. 
| Specification 2d. In issuing orders at West Point, 
i as commanding officer, between the . morning of 
i the 30th August and the Ist of September, 1817, 
contrary to, and in disobedience of orders and 
) instructions of the 1th7 July, 1817, giver by his 
commanding officer, brigadier general Swift, in 











|| pursuance of the directions of the President of 


Specification 10th. In that, having delivered, at || the United States. 
West Point, to brevet major Sylvanus Thayer, of || Cuance 4th. Mutiny, and beginning and ex- 


the United States corps of engincers, having re- | 
ceived orders for that purpose, -*- command of 


the post of West Point, and the superintendence 
of the military academy there, on or about the 
28th July, 1817, he did not deliver to said major 
‘Thayer the interior regulations of the academy, 
and other important papers necessary to the 
proper discharge of his duties as superintendent. 
Caance 2d. Conduct unofficer-like and to the 
prejudice of good order and military discipline 
Specification 1st. In that being commanding offi- 
cer at West Point, and superintendent of the mi- 
litary academy there, he excused cadets Adams 
and M‘Neal during the greater part of the year 
1816, and for a considerable time previous there- 


citing mutiny. 

Specification 1st. In assuming at West Point, 
on or about the 30th August, 1817, the command 
of the post, contrary, and in opposition to the 
orders and instructions of his commanding officer, 
brigadier general Swift, of the 17th July, 1817, 
given in pursuance of the directions of the presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Specification 2d. In ordering or requesting lieut. 
Charles Davies, on or about the 29th of August, 
1817, at West Point, to address the cadets of the 
military academy there, in his (captain Partridge’s) 
behalf, and particularly thank them for their man- 





ner of receiving him at West Point that evening, 
and make other declarations to them, calculated 
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to seduce them to support his usurpation of the 
command of that post. on the following day. 

Specification 3d. In taking the command of the 

ost of West Point, on or about the 30th August, 
1817, from brevet major Sylvanius Thayer, of the 
United States corps of engineers, by force, or the 
shew of force, contrary, and in 7 to the 
orders of his commanding officer, brigadier gen- 
eral Swift, the 17th July, 1817, given in pursu- 
ance of the directions of the president of the Uni- 
ted States. ’ 2 ‘ . 

Specification 4th. In issuing: orders andgexercis- 
ing command, as commanding officer at West 
Pont, between the morning of the 30th August, 
1817, and the Ist September, 1817, contrary, and 
in opposition to the orders of his commanding of- 
ficer, brigadier gencral Swift, of the Avth July, 
1817, given in pursuance of the directions of the 
president of the United States. 

R.H. WINDER. Judge Advocate. 


Tuesday, Nov. 11th, 1817. 
SENTENCE. 

The court having heard ull the evidence adduc- 

ed in tne case Defore it, on the part both of the 
rosecution and the defence, and after mature 

deliberation thereupon, pronounce as follows, 
Viz: 

Of the first specification of the first charge 
preterred against him, the court find the prisoner, 
captain Alden Partridge, of the corps of engi- 
neers, not puilty. 

Of the second specification of the first, charge, 
not guilty. 

Of the third specification of the first charge, 
not guilty. ‘ 

Of the fourth specification of the first charge, 
not guilty. 

Of the fifth specification of the first charge, not 
guilty. ; : 

Of the sixth specification of the first charge, not 
guilty. 

Of the seventh specification of the first charge, 
not guilty. 

Of the eighth specification of the first charge, 
not guilty. 

Of the ninth specification of the first charge, 
not guilty. 

Of the tenth specification of the jirst charge, 
not guilty. 

The court find the prisoner, captain Alden 
Partridge, not guilty of the first charge preferred 
against him. 

Of the first specification of the second charge, 
preferred against him, the court find the prisoner, 
captain Alden Partridge not guilty. 

Of the second specification of the second 
clarge not guilty. 

Of the third specification of the second charge, 
not guilty. 

Of the fourth specification of the second charge, 
not guilty. 

The court do therefore acquit the prisoner, 
captain Alden Partridge, of the second charge 
preferred against him. 

Of the first specification of the third charge 
preferred against bim, ‘the court find the prison- 
er, captain Alden Partridge, guilty—omitting the 
words * his commanding officer.’’ 

The court find the prisoner guilty of the se- 
cond specification of the third charge preferred 

against him—omitting the words, his ** command- 
ing officer.” 
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The court find the prisoner guilty of the third 
charge preferred against him. 

The court find the prisoner guilty of the first 
specification of the fourth charge preferred against 
him omitting the words “ his commanding offi- 
cer.” 

The court find the prisoner not guilty of the se- 
cond specification of the fourth charge preferred 
against him. 

And not guilty of the third specification of the 
fourth charge. 

The court find the prisoner guilty of the fourth 
specification of the fourth charge preferred a- 
gainst him—omitting the words “ his command- 
ing officer.” 

The court acquit the prisoner of the fourth 
charge preferred against him. 

The court sentence the prisoner, captain Al- 
den Partridge, of the corps of engineers, to be 
cashiered. 

The court in consideration of the zeal and per- 
serverence which the prisoner seems uniformly 
to have displayed in the discharge of his profes- 
sional duties, up to the period of August last, 
beg leave to recommend him to the cleinency of 
the president of the United States, in the hope 
that the punishment above awarded may be re- 
mitted 

The court cannot conclude this trial without 
pronouncing the further opinion, that the two 
first charges, and most of thé specifications un- 
der those charges, appear to the court both frivo- 
lous and vexatious. The court, however, do not 
attach any censure to the judge advocate, whose 
name is ex-officio, attached to the charges and 
specifications. 

The court adjourned sine die. 

W. SCOTT. 
Major General and President. 
R. H. Winnrr, 
Judge Advocate. 


The president of the United States approves 
the proceedings and sentence of the court, ex- 
cept that part which pronounces the two first 
charges frivolous and vexatious. Had those charges 
and the specifications under them, been support- 
ed, the decision of the court could not have de- 
clared them frivolous and they are not considered 
vexatious, as the facts on which they are found- 
ed, were reported by persons of fair character, 
and the bringing the officer to trial has afforded 
se an opportunity to prove the charges ground- 

ess. 

In consideration of the recommendation of the 
court, the President is pleased to remit the pu- 
nishment, and directs that captain Alden Part- 
ridge be released from his arrest, and report for 
duty to the senior officer of engineers. 

The court martial is dissolved. 


By order, 
D. PARKER. 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen 
Sa 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 


STATES. 

Whereas by an act of congress passed on the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, entitled “an act to provide for the 
ascertaining and surveying of the boundary lines 
fixed by the treaty with the Creck Indians, and 








for other purposes,” the president of the United 
States is authorised to cause the lands acquired by 
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64 
the said treaty to be offered for sale when sur 
veyed; and whereas the lands north of the Ten- 
nessee River have been surveyed : 

Therefore, 1 James Monunoe, president of the 
United States, in conformity with the said act, do 
hereby declare and make known, that public sales, 
for the disposal (agreeably to law) of the lands in 
Alabama territory, north of the River Tennessee, 
shall be held at Huntsville, in Madison county, in 
said territory, viz: on the first Monday in Feb- 
ruary next, for the lands contained in the ranges 
numbered, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6; and on the first Mon- 
day in March next, for the remainder of the afore- 
said lands ;—each sale shall remain open for three 
weeks, aid no longer; the sales shall commence 
with the first section of the lowest numbers of 
townships and ranges, and proceed in regular nu- 
merical order. 

Given under my hand at the City of Washing- 
ton, the twenty-first day of November, one thou- | 
sand eight hundred and seventeen. 

JAMtS MONROE. 
By the president : 
JOSIAH MEIGS, 
Com. of the Gen. Land Office. 
a 
NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. 


PIUST SESSION——FIFPTEENTH CONGRESS. 


Monday Dec. 1.—This being the day designated 
by the constitution, for the annual meeting of the 
national legislature, the members of both houses 
present, assembled about the middle of the day at 
the house prepared for their accommodation, or- 
ganized themselves and proceeded tothe adoption 
of the usual parliamentary rules for business. 

SENATE. 

At twelve o’clock, Mr. Garrtann, (the presi- 
dent pro tempore at the time the senate last ad- 
journed) took the chair. 

On calling over the list of senators, it appeared 
that twenty-four members were present. [Ourlin- 
its will not justify us in inserting their names. ] 

The new members present having been qualifi- 
ed, (with the exception of the senators from Mis- 
sissippi which state is not yet recognized by the 
congress) the usual rules of proceeding and ar- 
Tangements were adopted. A committee was ap- 
pointed to wait on the president, jointly with such 
committee as the other house should appoint. 
And the senate adjourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 2—~The senate met agreeably to 
adjournment. The president’s message was re- 
ceived, and read, and two thousand copies order- 
ed to be printed. And the senate adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec.3.—Mr Barbour, fromacommit- 
tee appointed on the subject of the state of Missis- 
sippi, reported a resolution for its admission into 
the Union; which was read the third time, passed 
and sent to the other house for concurrence. And 
the senate adjourned. 

Thursdav, Dec. 4.—A letter was laid before the 
senate, by Daviy Hotmes, governor of the state 
of Misssissippi, inclosing the constitution of that 
state ; the consideration of which was the only 
business of public importance transacted, before 
they adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monduy, Dec. 1.—The house was called to or- 

dev by ‘Tuomas Dovenentr esa. clerk of the house 
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hundred and fifty answered to their name 

house then proceeded to the election of 

er. On counting the votes there appe 
Henry Clay, of Kentucky, - . . 
Samuel Smith, of Maryland, - . 6 
Blank, eo © *s. ‘dS Siam 

Mr. Ciar, having been declared duly elected 
speaker, he was conducted to the chair and the 
usual oath administered to him by Mr. Basserr 
when he made the following acknowledgment 
to the house: “If we consider, gentlemen, the 
free and illustrious origin of this assembly ; the ex. 
tent and magnitude of the interests committed to 
its charge ; and the brilliant prospects of the risin 
confederacy, whose destiny may be materially af. 
fected by the legislation of congress, the house of 
representatives justly ranks amongst the most 
eminent deliberative bodies that have existed. To 
be appointed to preside at its deliberations is an 
; exalted honor of which I entertain the highest 
sense. And I pray you to accept, for the flatter. 
ing nanner in which you have conferred it, my 
profound acknowledgments. 

If t bring into the chair, gentlemen, the advan. 
tage of some experience of its duties, far from in- 
spiring me with undue confidence, that experierice 
serves only to fill me with distrust of my own capa- 
city. I have been taught by it how arduous those 
duties are, and how unavailing would be any ef- 
forts of mine to discharge them, without the liber. 
al support and the cheering countenance of the 
house. I shall anxiously seek, gentlemen, to 
merit that support and countenance by an undevi- 
ating aur. at impartiality, and at the preservation 
of that decorum, without the observance of which 
‘the public business must be illy transacted, and 
the dignity and the character of the house serious- 
ly impaired.” 

The oath to support the constitution was then 
administered to the members present, after which 
they proceeded to the election of aclerk. Gn 
counting the votes Thomas Dougherty received 
144. 

No opposition 

Thomas Dunn, was then re-appointed sergeant 
atarms. Thomas Claxton door keeper and Ben- 
jamin Burch, assistant door keeper. 

After the usual incipient proceedings, and in- 
terchanging messages with the senate, the house 
adjourned to twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

Tuesduy, Dec. 2d~The house convened agree- 
able to adjournment. Several other members 
appeared and took their seats: at 12 o’clock 
the president’s message was received and read, 
and 5000 copies ordered to be printed ; and the 
house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec. Sd—Several members ap- 
peared and took tlieir seats. - 

The speaker laid before the house a letter 
from John Gardiner, chief clerk in the land office, 
on the subject of a map of the bounty lands of 
Illinois territory, projected from the field notes 
of the surveyor, and engraved for the use of the 
soldiers. 

Committees—Mr. Smith of Md. moved for the 
appointment of the standing committees. 

STATE OF THE UNION. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, of New-York, the 
house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, on the state of the Union, Mr. Smith of 
Md. being called to the chair. 

‘The president’s massage was the subject of 
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in calling over the roll of the representatives one 
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Mr. Taylor moved a series of resolutions, em- 
bracing the following references of various parts 


of the message : 


Resolved, ‘hat so much of the message of the 
sident of the United States, as relates to the 
Pibject of forcign affairs, and to our commercial 
inteacourse with British colonial ports, be re- 
ferred to a select committee.¢ : 
That so much as relates to millitary affairs— 
to an improvement.in the organization and dis- 
cipline of the militia—to naval affuirs—to the 
improvement of the Indian tribes in the arts of 
civilized life—to roads, cannals, and seminaries 
of learning—to the illicit introduction of slaves 
from Amelia Island into the United States—to the 
ublic buildings, and to the erection of new edi- 
se for the accomodation of the heads of depart- 
ments and the attorney-general—to the surviving 
officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army, 
be severally referred to select committees, with 
leave to report by bill or ae, 

That so much as relates to marufactures, be 
referred to the committee of commerce and man- 
ufactures ; so much as relates to the subject of 
revenue, and a repeal of the internal taxes, be 
referred to the committee of ways and means; 
so much as relates to purchases of lands from the 
Indian tribes, to the committee of public lands. 

The first resolution having been read for con. 
sideration, Mr. Clay (the speaker) moved to a- 
mend the same by adding to the end thereof the 

ing words : 

on And that the said committee be instructed 
to inquire whether any, and if any, what pro- 
visions of law are necessary to ensure to the 
American coloniss of Spain, a just observance 
of the duties incident to the neutral relations in 
which the United States stand, in the existing 
war between them and Spain.” 

Mr. Clay said, that his presenting at so early 
a period of the session, this subject to the con- 
sideration of the house, was in consequence of 
certain proceedings which he had seen represent- 
edin the public prints as having taken place be- 
fore certain of our courts of justice. Two or 
three cases bearing on the subject had come to 
his knowledge, which he wished to state to the 
house. The first had occurred at Philadelphia, 
before the circuit court ofthe United States held 
in that city. The circumstances of the case for 
which, however, he did not pretend to vouch, 
having received them through the channel al- 
ready indicated, were these ; ifthey were incor- 
rectly stated, he was happy that a gentleman had 
taken his seat this morning from that city, who 
would be able to correct him: that nine or ten 
British disbanded officers had formed, in Europe, 
the resolution to unite themselves with the Span 
ish patriots in the contest existing between 
them and Spain ; that to carry into effect this 
intention, they had sailed from Europe, and in 
their transit to South America, had touched at 
the port of Philadelphia; that during their resi- 
dence in Philadelphia, wearing, perhaps, the 
arms and habiliments of mifitary men, making no 
disguise of their intentien to participate in the 
struggle, they took passage in a vessel bound to 
some portin South America; thata knowledge 
of this fact having come to the ears of the public 
authorities, or perhaps at the instigation of some 
agent of the Spanish government, a prosecution 


was Commenced against these officers, who, from 





their inability to procure bail, were confined in 
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prison. If, said Mr. Clay, the circumstances at- 
tending this transaction be correctly stated, it 
becomes an imperious duty in the house to in- 
stitute the inquiry contemplated by the amend- 
ment which I have proposed. 

That this wag an extraordinary case was demon- 
strated by the fact of the general sensation which 
it had excited on the subject, in the place where 
it had occurred. Filled, as that respectable and 
populous city is with men differing widely on 
political topics and entertaining various views of 
public affairs; but one sentiment, Mr. C. said, 
prevailed on this subject, which was favorable to 
the persons thus arraigned. With regard to the 
conduct of the court on this occasion, he would 
say nothing ; the respect which, whilst he had a 
seat on this floor, he should always shew to every 
department of the government; the respect he 
entertianed for the honorable judge-who had pre- 
sided, forbade him from pronouncing the aa 
sion of that court tohave been unwarranted by 
law. But he felt himself perfectly sustained in 
saying, that if the proceeding was warranted by 
the existing law, it was the imperious duty of 
congress to alter the law inthis respect. For 
what, he asked, was the neutral obligation which 
one nation owed to another engaged in war ? The 
essence of it is this: that the belligerent means 
of the neutral shall not be employed in the war in 
favor of either of the parties. That is the whole of 
the obligation of a third party in a war between 
two others: it certainly does not require of one 
nation to restrain the belligerent means of other 
nations. If those nations choose to permit their 
means to be employed in behalf ot either party, 
it is their business to look to it, and not ours.— 
Let the conduct of the persons prosecuted be re- 
garded in its most unfavorable light ; let it be 


-considered as the passage of troops through our 


country and there was nothing in our neutral ob- 
ligations forbidding it. The passage of troops 
through a neutral country according to his im- 
pressions, was a question depending on the par- 
ticular interest, quiet or repose of the country 
traversed, and might be granted or refused, at its 
discretion, without, in any degree, affecting the ob- 
ligations of the neutral to either of the parties 
engaged in the controversy. But surely, Mr. C. 
said, this was not a case of the passage of troops, 
the persons apprehended not being in sufficient 
number, not organized, or equipped in such a 
manner, as under any construction, to constitute a 
military corps. On this case he would detain the 
house no longer, he said, for he was satisfied 
they could not but agree with him, if the law jus- 
tified the proceeding that had taken place, that 
law ought to be immediately amended. Other 
cases had occurred in which it appeared to him 
it became the congress to interpose its authority. 
Persons sailing unde the flag of the provinces 
had been arraigned in our courts, and tried for 
piracy ; in one case, after having been arraigned, 
tried, and acquitted of piracy, the same individu- 
als, on the instigation of a Spanish officer or 
agent, had been again arraigned for the same of- 
fence. ‘the gentlemen from Massachusetts 
would correct him if he was wrong ; for the case 
had occurred in the town of Boston. We admit 
ine flag of Unesc colonies into our ports, said Mr. 
C. we profess to be neutral; but, if our laws 
ronounce, that the moment the property and 
persons under thai flag enter our ports, they shall , 
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ter or consul as the property cf*Spain, and the + 
ye aeengen as pirates, that law ought to be} 


altered if we mean to perform our neutral profes- 
sions. Ihave brought the subject before this 
house thus promptly, said Mr. C. becanse I trust 
that in this house the cause will find Justice ; that, 
however treated elsewhere, on this floor will be 
found a guardian interest attending to our per- 
formance of the just obligations of neutrality.— 
Hitherto, he said, whatever might have been 
our intentions, our acts had been all on the 
other side. From the proclamation of 1815, is- 
sued to terminate an expedition supposed to be 
organizing in Louisiana, an expedition existing 
in the mind of the Chevalier de Onis, down to 
the late act—whether the measure was a proper 
one or not, he did not say ; his confidence in the 
executive led him to suppose it was adopted on 
sufficient grounds—down to the order for sup- 
pressing, as it was called, the establishment at 
Amelia Island and Galvezton—all the acts of the 
government had been on one side: they all bore 
against the colonies, against the cause in which 
the patriots of South America were arduously 
engaged. It became us, he said, to look to the 
other side honestly intending neutrality, us he be- 
lieved we did. Letus recollect the condition of 
the patriots; no minister here to spur on our go- 
vernment, as was said in an interesting and it ap- 
peared to him a very candid work recently pub- 
lished in this country, respecting the progress of 
the South American revolution—no minister here 
to be rewarded by noble honors in consequence 
of the influence he is supposed to possess with 
the American government. No! their unfortu- 
nate case, Mr. C. said, was what ours had been in 
the year 1778 and 1779—their ministers, like our 
Franklins and Jays at that day were skulking a- 
bout Europe, imploring inexorable legitimacy, 
one kind look—some aid to terminate a war af- 
flicting to humanity. Nay, their situation was 
worse than ours; for we had one great and mag- 
nanimous ally to recognize us, but no nation had 
stepped forward to acknowledge any of these 
provinces. Such disparity between the parties 
Mr. C. said, demanded a just attention to the in- 
terests of the party which was unrepresented ; 
and if the facts which he had mentioned, and 
athers which had come to his knowledge, were 
correct, they loudly demanded the interposition 
of congress. He trusted the house would give 
the subject their attention, and shew that here, 
in this place, the obligations of neutrality would 
be strictly regarded in respect to Spanish A- 
merica. ‘ 
Mr. Sergeant rose, in consequence of the gen- 
tleman having appealed to him, not to enter into 
any discussion of the question presented by the 
amendment, butto speak of the facts which were 
within his knowledge. The statement made by 
the Speaker was substantially correct: it was 
also correct that the circumstance had occasioned 
considerable sensation among all parties in the 
city of Philadelphia. Mr. S. recapitulated the 
principal facts, adding that the vessel in which 
these persons embarked was laden with muni- 
tions of war. As respected the views and in- 
tentions of the persons apprehended, Mr. S. 
said, he believed they had neither any inten- 
tion nor any idea of violating the laws of the U. 
States, and that their conduct had been perfectly 
decorous and correct. ‘he court had thought 
they had effended against the act of congress of 
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tie sast se-sion ; or were so far at’ least of that 
opinion, that they thought it necessary to detyie 


them. The bail demanded was not? high ; hae 
they were not able to procure it, and were there 
’ - 


fore committed to guol. It was because of the 
correct deportment of these persons, that t! 

sentiment in their favor had been 90 penerah. 
but no complaint was made of the court, for . hich 
thesame respect was entertsived with "whiek th 

Speaker himself had regarded it. He had sede 
tioned these facts only, that the house silane, 
when the time came for acting on it, be aware of 
the construction put on the existing law, so fj 

as any had been given. , as 

The amendment moved by Mr. Clay to the first 
resolution was agreed to without opposition. “ 

The committee of the whole rose and reported 
their adoption of the several resolutions moved 
by Mr. Taylor, with the amen’ ment, which the 
house agreed te, nem. con. and the committees 
were ordered to be appointed accordingly. 

And the house adjourned. J 

Thursday, Dec. 4.—Several other members ap- 
peared and took their’seats, after which, the fol. 
lowing committees were announced, having been 
appointed by the speaker, in pursuance of the or- 
der of yesterday : 

Committee of ways and means—Messrs. Lowndes 
Smith of Md. Burwell, Pitkin, Abbott, Sergeant 
and ‘Trimble. 

Of elections—Messrs. Taylor, Tyler, Merril} 
Shaw, Boss, Whitman and Strong. ‘ 

Of commerce and manifuctures—Megssrs. New- 
ton, Seybert, Moseley, lrving, M‘Lane, Crawford 
and Kinsey. 

Of claims—Messrs. Williams of N. C. Rich, 
Bateman, M‘Coy, Huntingdon, Schuyler and Waik- 
er of Ky. 

Of the Dictrict of Columbia—Messrs. Herbert, 
Miller, Peter, Boden, Strother, Claiborne and 
Cobb. 

On the friblic lands—Messrs. Robertson of Lou. 
Anderson of Ky. Mercer, Campbell, Hendricks, 
Terry and Marr. 

On the post office and post roads—Messts. Ingham, 
Blount, Barber of Ohio, ‘Townsend, Nelson of 
Mass. Colston and Terrell. 

On pensions and revolutionary claims—Messts. 
Rhea, Wilkin, Ruggles, W. P. Maclay, Sher- 
wood, Ellicott and Owen. 

On public expenditures—Messrs. Desha, Ander- 
son of Pa. Garnett, Cusiunan, Culbreth, Hunter 
and Holmes of Con. 

On the Jndiciary—Messrs. Nelson of Va. Hop- 
kinson, Spencer, Edwards, Beecher, Livermore 
and Hale. ‘ 

On accounts—Messrs. Little, Bennet and Allen 
of Mass. 

Of revisal and nufnished business—Messrs. Sa- 
vage, Whiteside and Westerlo. 

Cn private land claims—Messrs. Herrick, Heis- 
ter, Pindali, Hogg and Tompkins. 

Commiitees of investigation into expenditures, 
&e. 

For the department uf State—Messrs. Forsyth, 
Hasbrouck and Scudder. 

For the treasurz-—Messrs. Lowndes, Ailen of 
Va. and Marchand. 

For the department of war—Messrs. Johnson of 
Ky. Tucker of S. ©. and Harkimer. 

Mar the navu departaent—Messrs. Pleasants, 
Storrs and Suinpson. 
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For the general’ post office—\lessrs. Ingham, 


bard and Huntingdon. . 
rue public buildings— Messrs. Tucker of Va. 


ke and Orr. 
-~ so much of the president’s message as relates 


- wien affuirs—Messrs. Forsyth, Holmes, of 
Lange ag of Va. Robertson, of Loui. Porter, 
Orr and Goodwyn. 

On military affairs—Messrs. Johnston, of Ky. 
Bloomfield, Reed, T. M. Nelson, Nesbitt, For- 
y and Gage. ; . 
"On the militia~>Messrs. Harrison, Smyth of Va. 
Quarles, Williams of Cont. Jones, Linn and Mor- 
"On naval) ajffairs—Messrs. Pleasants, Silsbee, 
Wendover, Parrott, Ringgold, Savage and Schuy- 


“ Indian affairs—Messrs. Southard, Williams, 
of N.Y. Murray, Slocumb, Butler, Richards and 

‘arr. 

P On internal improvement—Messrs. Tucker of 
Va. Talmadge, Ingham, Storrs, Claggett, Robert- 
son of Ky. and Lewis. 

Respecting Amelia Island—Messrs. Middleton, 
Smith, Upham, Sawyer, Ball, Mumford and Cook. 

On the public buildi ngs—Messrs. Parris, Bassett, 
Bellinger, Taylor, Forsyth, Crafts and Folger. 

Respecting the surviving revolutionarny patriots— 
Messrs. Bloomfield, Reed, Stuart, Rhea, Smith 
of Md. Wallace and Hall. 

A number of petitions were presented and re- 
ferred. 

On motion of Mr. Comstock, Resolved that the 
committee on military affairs be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of making provision 
by law for the commutation into money of the 
military bounty lands granted by congress. ; 

The speaker laid before the house the consti- 
tution adopted for the new state of Mississippi. 

The resolution for the admission of the state of 
Mississippi into the Union, was received from the 
senate, twice read, and referred to a commitice 
of the whole. 

A resolution for appointing chaplains, and for 
appointing a library committee, were received 
from the senate and concurred in. The ballot- 
ing for chaplain, on the part of the house, was 
ordered for to-morrow at 12 o’clock, on motion 
of Mr. Southard. 

An effort was made without success, to procure 
an adjournment over to Monday. 

Aud the house adjourned to to-torrow. 

arD Se 





WEST INDIES. 


Hurricane—it is stated in a Grenada paper of 
the 4th ultimo, that the late hurricane at Dominica 
had so devastated that Island, that a famine was 
apprehended, in consequence of which the go- 
vernor issued his proclamation, from which we 
make the following extract : 

“I do therefore, by and with the advice of his 
majesty’s council of this Island, in order to pre- 
vent a famine, and to guard against its probable 
effects, particularly among the slave population, 
by this my proclamation, permit the importation 
into this Island, for the period of six calendar 
months from the date hereof, in foreign vessels 
of all nations and descriptions, of flour, bread, bis- 
cuit, rice, beans, peas, oats, corn, corn meal, live 
stock, horses, mules, horned cattle, roots and 
fruits of all kinds, boards, planks, scantling, shin- 
gles, staves, heating, and heops. And I do also 
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authorise and permit the exportation, in vessels 
importing the said articles, or any of them of su- 
gar and coffee to the value .of one third part of 
the articles so imported, and of rum, and molasses 
for the remainder. Provided always, that the va- 
lue of the articles so imported shall be ascertained 
by the oath of the master or supercargo of the 
vessel importing the same, or by the purchaser 
thereof, before the collector or comptroller, be- 
fore such vessel be allowed to come to an entry; 
and the value of the cargo to be exported to be 
ascertained in like manner, before the collector 
ne be allowed to clear out such ves- 
sel. 

“Given under my hand &e. &c. this 29th day 
of October, 1817——By his excellency’s com- 
mand. 

J. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.” 


MASSACHUSETTS, 


Weather —Salem, Nov. 25.—We had a flight of 
snow on Saturday morning, which has been fol- 
lowed by the cold of winter, the thermometer 
yesterday being 20 degrees below the freezing 
point. 

The woollen factory of*Mr. Richard Crownin- 
shield, near Salem, Massachusetts, together with 
all his valuable machinery and three years stock 
of wool, was destroyed by fire on the 25th ultimo, 
about sunrise. The loss of Mr. Crowninshield is 
estimated at § 50,000. 

Piracy——Captain Dorr of the brig Ontario, 
from Canton, arrived at Holmes’ Hole, reports 
that on the 11th ultimo in latitude 29, longitude 
59, he was decoyed within reach of a pirate 
schooner of about 200 tons, under bare poles, with 
colors flying. When he had approached suffi- 
ciently near for their purpose, they set sail, 
hauled down their colors, hoisted a black and 
white one and gave chase. They at length came 
up with the Ontario, “and sent on board fourteen 
or fifteen savage looking villains, armed with 
pistols and cutlasses, calling themselves patriots, 
who drove the rest of the crew into the forecastle 
and commenced plundering the ship, unbent her 
jib, entered the forecastle and stripped the hands 
of their clothing, leaving some of them totally des- 
titute. They also entered the cabin and broke 
open chests and trunks of the officers and took 
most of their clothing, and many other articles 
belonging to them. The captain remonstrated 
against their conduct, but was silenced with pistols 
and daggers presented to his breast. After carry- 
ing off one boat load of plunder, a signal was 
given on board their vessel, when they withdrew 
to our inexpressible joy. They appeared to be 
“ patriots” of all nations, and we are sorry to say 
some of them were known to be American pa- 
triots.” 

The schooner was armed with four long eigh- 
teen pounders, and fifty-five men. 

Capt. Gro. Crowninsuinip, the owner and 
navigator of the ‘ Cleopatria’s Barge,” brother 
to the present secretary of the navy, died at 
Salem on Wednesday the 26th, at noon, aged 
5l years. Onthe same evening and at the same 
place, Samuen Conwen Wann, esq. who accom- 
panied capt. C. in his late voyage to Furope, in 
the Cleopatria’s Barge, also departed this life. 

VERMONT. 
Governor Galusha has appointed the 11th De- 











cember to be observed as adav of public thanks- 
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giving. “ The being of a God,” says the gov- 
ernor, “ is written as with a sunbeam on the 
face of nature. The heavens bear the impress 
of his fingers, and earth the footsteps of his power. 
The rise and fall of kings and kingdoms, empires 
and republics, nations and individuals, are but 
his smiles and his frowns. On those we live, at 
these we die. The sacred scriptures area dis 
play of his perfections, the signet of his sove- 
reignty, and history of his love. Hence, to dis- 
pute his existence, completes the climax of folly ; 
to refuse him reverence and honor, the height 
of presumption. To withhold from him obedi- 
ence and affection, is the extreme of ingratitude.” 
NEW-YORK. 

Law intelligence—On the 26th ultimo, a suit of 
considerable importance was tried in the justices’ 
court at the City-Hall in the city of New York be- 
tween a creditor who had compromised his de- 
mand for ten shillings in the pound, and the 
debtor. The claim on the part of the creditor 
was for the other ten shillings in the pound, as 
fraud and deceit had been used by the debtor to 
induce the compromise. After a patient hearing 
of the cause, which was ably conducted, the jury, 
composed chiefly of ave merchants, gave 
a verdict for the plantiff. 

New York Nov. 28—Sailed on Wednesday last, 
the 26th ult. The elegant corvette built brig Co- 
lumbus, Chas. W. Wooster commander, with a 
number of passengers, bound on a commercial 
voyage to the N. W. coast of America, thence to 
Canton, and back to the United States.’ 

We are authorised to say, that this vessel, in 
point of naval architecture, ene and sailing, 
has perhaps never been exce by any that has 
before left this port. 

On the same day the United States corvette 
John Adams, Henley, brigs Prometheus and En- 
terprize, and schooner Lynx, sailed from New 
York, for the Gulph of Mexico. 

: MARYLAND. 

The Legislature—Dec. 1—This being the day 
appointed by law for the meeting of the legisla- 
ture, 49 members appeared, but before they 
were qualified, a question arose upon the consti- 
tutionality of the laws of the last session, prohi- 
biting dueling under severe penalties. This law 
requires members to take an oath that they have 
not been enguged in a duel, since their election, 
(we believe, for we have not the law.at hand and 
only speak from recollection) and that they will 
not be engaged in one &c.&c. There being a dis- 
agreement of opinion on the subject, they ad- 
journed till the next day that members might 
make up their minds on the subject. On Tues- 
day, the opinion of Luther Martin, esq. was 
communicated by letter to one of the delegates, 
in which he declares against the constitutionality 
of the law in question, in consequence of which 
the members determined to dispense with the 
oath. 

VIRGINIA. 

The Legislature—The legislature assembled at 
the capitol in Richmond, on Monday last. Quo- 
rums of both houses being present they proceed- 
ed to organize themselves and appoint their offi- 
cers. Mr. Wm. Munford was re-appointed clerk 
of the house of representatives, and Mr. Linn Banks 
was elected speaker. John Jordon. was re-elect- 
ed sergeant atarms. The message from the go- 
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In Senate—Mr. Edward Watts -elect 
speaker. M. T. Hansford, chek, ead, Mr r 
Lord, ope at arms. bee ' 

[We shall endeavor to publish the govermor’ 
message in our next.] . . 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

An importing company is about estab 
lished at Fayetteville, N Me. to be called “The 
North Carolina Commercial Company,” with 4 
capital of $500,000, divided into yw of $100 
each, and the affairs of the company managed 
by seven direetors and a principal agent. 

KENTUCKY. 

Medical College—By the Lexington eporter 
and Monitor, both of which are tefore ch we 
learn that the medical college attached to the 
TRANSYLVANIA UNIVERSITY is completely organi. 
zed and in operation. The board consists of 
five professorships ; the several chairs are said to 
be filled with men of science and talent, They 
are as fallows : 

James Overton, M. vp professor of the insti. 
tutes and practice of medicine. 

B. W. Duper, m. p. professor anatomy and 
surgery. 

Dante, Drake, M.D. professor of materia medi- 
ca and botany. 

Doctor W. H Rtcuarpson professor of obste- 
trics, &c. _ 4 

James Birrne, vp. pv. professor of chemistry, 

Their introductory lectures commenced on the 
10th ultimo. 

Sale of Lands for direct tax.—The court of the 
United States, now in session in Frankfort, Ken. 
after elaborate argument, have decided that the 
sales of land for the direct tax of 1798, are void. 
The opinion and reasons were given at conside- 
rable length. 


TENNESSEE. 


Legislative —A bill to lay and collect a tax for 
the purpose of erecting a penitentiary in this state, 
sas been considered and rejected. 

The legislature appear decidedly against the 
eistablishment of a branch of the National Bank 
in the state. 

A resolution has passed on the propriety of call- 
ing a convention for the purpose of altering the 
state constitution. 


We have unwillingly been obliged to omit the 
insertion of various articles prepared, owing to 
the spaee oceupied by the message of the presi- 
dent and the business of Congress. , 

ERRETA. 

Ist page 2d column, for Mr. Cathcart our late 
minister at Cadiz, read Mr. C. our consv/ at Cadiz. 

3d page, Ist and 2d columns, for Deylie read 
Deylic. 

do. do. 
Caftan. 

3d page, 2d column, for Ruloglos read Kiuloglos. 

3d page 2d column, 26th line, for Menegades 
read Refactory Moors. 


for Castan read 





vernor was received, and 500 copies ordered to 
be printed. 


4th page, Ist column, 32d line, for their flag — 
read Aer flag. ? 


see 





